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Week 4: Chasm 

Luke 16:19-31 

The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus 

 

 Chasm. What a great word. When we hear the word, we may see a 

physical chasm or gorge separating land, which is a great metaphor for our 

time now. If we’re historians, we may think about the chasm of time, a 

marked interruption that changed the course of history. There’s a chasm in 

our nation, which is divided by beliefs, opinions, and leanings. There’s an 

ever-widening gap between the rich and the poor, just like we see in the 

Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus.  

 In this parable, the rich man, who remains unnamed, lived a protected 

life behind his gate. He enjoyed the luxuries in life, expensive clothes, daily 

feasting on good food and fine wine. He was so caught up in his own 

fabulous world that he did not even see the outside world’s needs that 

literally sat at his gate. Lazarus, who is named, poor and covered in sores, 

lay at the rich man’s gate and “longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell 

from the rich man’s table” (v.21). Lazarus didn’t even beg. He waited 

patiently for a careless crumb like a dog under a table.  

 In this parable Jesus paints a vivid picture of the chasm between the 

rich and the poor. A physical, visible barrier, a gate, separates those who 

have too much and those who don’t have enough. The rich man may not 

even see the poor or he pretends not to see, but there is a chasm, 

nonetheless. It’s there right in front of him.  

 This parable also shows the chasm between this life and the next. We 

may not be able to see it, but there is a chasm between life and the afterlife. 

It’s right in front of all of us. There’s also a chasm in the afterlife. Both the 

rich man and Lazarus die. The rich man who had a catered and comfortable 

life is buried. Lazarus, who had a life of misery, is “carried away by the 

angels” (v.22). He receives the care and comfort he needed in life, in the 

afterlife, in The Good Place. The rich man receives torment in The Bad Place 



because of his lack of care for the poor. We definitely see the “last shall be 

first, and the first last” scenario. The rich man and Lazarus changed sides of 

the chasm, but the chasm is still there, and there isn’t a gate to shield him 

from the suffering. 

 Now, the rich man begs for mercy, a step lower than Lazarus who 

didn’t beg. Lazarus quietly accepted his place, but the rich man calls out to 

the ones on the other side. Abraham answers: “Between you and us a great 

chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to 

you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us” (v.26). Isn’t this 

how the rich man lived his life? He may not have said the words, but he did 

live as though there was a fixed chasm between “you and us,” in which no 

one could cross even if they wanted to. Now that he becomes the “you” 

outside the gate of heaven, he has a change of heart. Now that he 

experiences the plight of the poor, excluded from the “us,” he cries injustice. 

 What do you think Jesus is trying to teach in this parable? Eugene 

Peterson said, “Eternity is not what begins when we die. Eternity is woven 

into every word and action of our daily lives.” There may be a chasm 

between life and the afterlife, between the physical world and the spiritual 

realm, between The Good Place and The Bad Place, but our words and 

actions today weave our future path. Whatever is next for us depends on 

today’s actions. Will we live insular lives only focused on ourselves, or will 

we live to care for those in need? Will we be able to live with the 

consequences that come from that decision? 

 

Reflection questions: 

What do you think Jesus is trying to teach in this parable? 

Is there any way to cross the chasm?  

Can the chasm be fixed? 

What chasms do you see in your life? How can you work to cross them?  

Do one thing this week that bridges the gap between the rich and the poor.  

 

 

 


